
 
Standard XI: Institutional Management & Administration 

Lesson 1  

Standard XI.A Government Compliance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
COMTA STANDARD 
 

A. Government Compliance  
 
1. The institution is licensed as required by local, state, or federal law to offer educational 
services in all current locations. 

 
2.  The institution maintains compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, and 

accreditation standards.  
 

3.  Any expansion in programs by institutions already COMTA-accredited must be 
approved by COMTA prior to their being offered to students, including but not 
limited to, additional certifications or degrees, new programs, substantive changes, or 
distance education formats. 

 
 

 
 

Government Compliance 

This standard may appear related to the “Program Approval” Standard (Standard I).  
However, it is designed to cover the regulatory requirements of the entire institution 
itself, rather than only the approval of an educational program.  The confusion occurs in 
those states that do not have separate processes.  If this is the case in your state, you 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

• Which state agency (or agencies) regulate your school? 

• Are you required to meet regulations of the professional licensing 

board?  A state educational agency?  Both?   

• How do you and your staff stay current with all government and 

COMTA requirements? 

 



 

may be duplicating at least part of your answers for Standard I and Standard XI.  
Otherwise, please provide evidence that the institution itself is currently 
approved/licensed/certified or otherwise regulated and in good standing with the 
applicable state agency. 

In addition, if there are ever issues with an institution’s compliance with another 
regulatory agency, this standard is where the Commission may note the violation.  This 
is also the standard that covers any legal actions against the institution or its 
management. 

 

COMTA Compliance 

Standard XI.A is also an important clause 
(and reminder) for maintaining compliance 
with all of COMTA’s other policies and 
procedures during the grant of 
accreditation.   

For example, Standard XI.A.3 specifically 
states that an expansion of programs must 
be “approved by COMTA prior to their 
being offered to students, including but 
not limited to, additional certification or degrees, new programs, substantive 
changes, or distance education formats.” 

The COMTA Policy & Procedure Manual describes the requirements for each of these 
and other Substantive Changes.  Failure to follow these policies could result in adverse 
action by the Commission on the grounds of violating Standard XI.A.  So we encourage 
you and your staff to remain current with all policies by regularly checking the COMTA 
website and subscribing to the newsletters. 

TIP: 

Make sure you keep a copy of the 
COMTA Policy & Procedure Manual 
readily available. It is included in this 
course and is on the COMTA website 
(Resources < Accreditation Forms). 


